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2025 President John Powers

“Adopt the pace of nature:  her secret is patience.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Greetings, PPLAC Members:

I can’t think of a better quote to describe how to approach landscape
photography than this one from Ralph Waldo Emerson.  While he was not
talking about photography at all, the entire concept encapsulates the essence of
landscape photography perfectly:  be patient; observe what is around you; take
your time; take in the moment; breathe.  Now … now… now you’re ready to
engage the subject!

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=73d64391-56e7-444b-bca8-b32cea1f76a7


Happy New Year, one and all!  Welcome to 2025, the year both you and your
photography improve.  No one, no way, no how is stopping you!  Drive forth!

I hope you’ve marked your calendars and made plans to attend our biggest
event of the year:  The PPLAC Annual Open House!  It will be Thursday

evening, January 23rd, at 5:30 PM.  A couple of flyers have been sent spelling
out specific details, i.e. the theme and date (the Chinese New Year) and the
print competition guidelines (holidays and festivals).  Now, be on the lookout
for the Evite so you may register and receive some further details (registration,
$20 per person, award presentations, and installation of our new Board).  You
definitely don’t want to miss this epic event!

See you at our Open House in Playa Vista on January 23rd, 2025!

“Keep on clickin’!”

John Powers
M.Photog.Cr., M-PPC, CPP
PPLAC President

SAVE THE DATE
Meetings and Events

Come join our monthly meetings held on the 4th
Thursday of each month (unless it falls on a

holiday). 

January 23, 2025
PPLAC Open House, Awards and

Board Installation Dinner Celebration

February 27, 2025
1st Digital Image Competition

*Please note that speakers/schedule may
​change at any time. Please check our

website for more details
**https://www.pplac.org/calendar

2025 Board of
Directors

Officers

President
John Powers

1st Vice President
(Programs, Speakers, Workshops)

Liz Chalmers

2nd Vice President
(Membership)
Roy Patience

Treasurer
Mel Carll

Secretary
Heather Dinkens

Parliamentarian
Nikki Washburn

Directors

Webmaster
John Grusd

Stay Connected
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/

Meet Up
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-

Photography-Meetup/

PPC
https://ppconline.com/

PPA
https://www.ppa.com/

PPLAC
 Sponsors...

​
your support means the

world to us!
Imagenomic

https://www.imagenomic.com/

Luminar Neo from Skylum
https://skylum.com/luminar

On1
https://www.on1.com/

Paul's Photo
​https://paulsphoto.com/

ProLab D ​igital

https://www.facebook.com/PPLAC/
https://www.meetup.com/Culver-City-Photography-Meetup/
https://ppconline.com/


Newsletter Editor
Eleanor Gray

Digital Photographic
Competition Director

Kevin Karzen

Fundraiser Director
Ira Mintz

Sponsor Management Chair
Mel Carll

Hospitality
Leslie Geffen

Co-Chairs

Digital Photographic
Competition Co-Chair

Tim Hintz

Digital Photographic
Competition Moderators

Mel Carll
Bob Young

Event Photographer
Angela Chen

Happy New
Year!

"May your camera always
be ready to seize the

perfect light and capture
unforgettable moments in

2025." 

https://www.prolabdigital.com/

​
Radiant Photo

https://radiantimaginglabs.com/

StudioMagic
https://www.layercakeelements.

com

 
Think Tank

https://www.thinktankphoto.co
m/

​Topaz Labs
https://www.topazlabs.com/topa

z-photo-ai

​The 12 Elements
of a Merit Image

https://www.ppa.com/ppmag/
articles/12-elements-of-a-

merit-image

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR!

PPLAC OPEN HOUSE /
AWARDS / BOARD
INSTALLATION IS

COMING!

JANUARY 23, 2025

https://www.thinktankphoto.com/


Get Your Images Ready for the PPLAC

OPEN HOUSE PRINT COMPETITION



Coming Events!
MEETINGS/WORKSHOPS

PPLAC 1st Digital Photographic Competition of
2025 will take place at the February meeting via

Zoom. February 27, 2025
Please take a moment and review the DPC Rules at:

https://www.pplac.org

Outings/Safaris/Adventures
Thank you to those who completed the 2025
PPLAC Adventure Survey. Based on YOUR

valuable input and interest we are prioritizing our
OUTINGS/ADVENTURES FOR 2025.

Potential Locations:



Eastern Sierra
Death Valley

Central Coast 
Yosemite 

Joshua Tree
Waterfalls
Monterey
SD Safari 

Bristlecone
Sequoia 
Lightning

Alaska

Stay tuned and be sure to check our website
https://www.pplac.org/calendar

PPC News
https://ppconline.com/

Join Michael Sauer for a zoom presentation on
iPhone Magic on Thursday, January 16th 7-

8:30pm

https://ppconline.com/
https://ppconline.com/
https://ppconline.com/


Register at https://ppconline.com

WCS News
https://www.westcoastschool.com/





PPA ​News
https://www.ppa.com/

CONNECT, LEARN. THRIVE
at the

PREMIER PHOTOGRAPHY CONFERENCE
IMAGING USA

February 2-4, 2025
Dallas, TX

visit imagingusa.com for information



If you are curious or interested in
becoming a Certified Professional
Photographer check out the PPA link
below:

https://www.ppa.com/credentials-
mem/cpp-mem

Please note that PPA has a page
dedicated to what is available. You DO
NOT need to be a PPA member to look
at their website.....and they are offering a
lot of webinars this year!

LET'S CONNECT
PPA - Professional Photographers of
America
229 Peachtree St. NE, Suite 2300
Atlanta, GA 30303
1-800 786-6277
https://www.ppa.com/inittogether
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